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HOT NeWS AND Reminders

The June 27" meeting at Parkertown will bethelast meeting before the summer break. Meeting
beginsat 6:30 DBob Biddle will be our guest spesker and we will feature pintails as the contest
bird. Wedl try avariation onthe pizzatheme Band whaever it iswill beserved at 7.

You should have your calendar marked for August 20" Btha@ the annua picnic at Smokehous
Pete@® Dlook for a supplemental note in themail or e-mail for the details Dif it@ Jersey shore chow
and world-class smoked protein you are looking for thisistheevent to attend. Not to mention the
decoy camaraderie Bguest appearance by Rugsy the wonde dog.

Recovering with continued mobility is David Rhodes; Harry Shourdsis out of thehogpital and
doing well; Dick Gove@ heart has been bypassed and Ralph Ridolfinois recovering from two
weeksin Ireland. Hopeto see them all at the picnic.

Huntingwewill go

, 2 A Philadé phia lawyer went dudk huning on the Eastern Shore. He shotand
}_ droppel a bird butit fell into afarmer@field onthe other sideof afence. As
thelawyer climbed ove thefence, and elderly farmer drove up on his tractor

and asked him wha hewas doing. Thelawyer answered, Q shotadudk andit fell in this field and
now |®n goingto retrieve itO Theold farmer replied, Orha@ my propeaty and you®de not coming
over here.O Thelawyer gotindignant and said, Q@n oneof the best trial attorney@in Penngylvania
and if youdon®let me get my dudk, @ sueyou and take everything you own.O Theold farmer
smiled and said, QA ppaently you don®know howwe settle disputes here. We settle small
disagreements like this with the Dorchester Three Kick System.O Thelawyer asked, ONVha@ tha?0
Thefarmer replied, QVell, because the dispute occurs on my land, first | kick you three times and
then you kick me three times and so on, back and forth, urtil someonegives up. 1t@ cheaper than a
lawsuit and usudly right prevails.O Thelawyer quickly thoughtaboutthe proposed contest and
decided tha he could easily take the old man. He agreed to abide by thelocal cugom.



Theold farmer dowly climbed down from his tractor and walked over to the lawyer. Hisfirst kick
planted the steel toe of hiswork bootinto thelawyer@ groin who droppe to his knees. The second
kick to the stomach forced thelawyer@ last meal to explodefrom his mouth. Thelawyer wasonall
fours when thefarmer@ third kick to his rear end sent him face first into afresh cow pie. The
lawyer summoned every bit of his will and managed to get to his feet. Wiping his face with the
arms of his huningjacket, he said, GDkay you old coot, now it@ my tumn.O Theold farmer smiled
and said, ONaw, | give up. You can have thedudk.O

Credit to oneof theEagern Shoe Publications
JohnClayton

The Real Decoy - A fortunae find in a Cape Porpoise, Maine fish shack contributed

to a $290000windfall a Guyete & Schmidt's April 27 auction hdd in St. Charles,

d [11. Two lots of waterfowl decoyshand-carved by lighthous keeper Augustus"Gus'

Aaron Wilson soared to $130000 and $160000, respectively. The former lot was a

very rare "Mohegan Idand-style" red-breasted merganser hen from Wilson's early

carving years. Perhgps the mog popubr of Maine decoy artisans Gus Wilson

(18641950)created lifelike wooden birdstha seemed to bein motion. Once prized for ther ability

to aid hunters, Wilson's decoys now attract a certain breed of collector. Sportsmen and folk art

enthusasts alike are sending antique decoy prices into frenzied flight Last July, a Wilson decoy

discovered in a Cape Cod barn sold for $195000, the record auction price for the maker. A Gus

Wilson eide drake, also madein his Mohegan Idand style, brought$82250at Sotheby'sin 2000.It

came with provenance from Texan collector James M. McCleery. More star pieces from McCleery's

collection were offered at the 2003Christie's auction, which is credited with enlivening the current

record-setting market. At tha sale, a bid of $801500 for a preening pintail drake by Elmer Crowell
secured thetop price for adecoy at auction. Source: www.forbes.com 5-2-06

PDCA Laundhes New Wing Duck Exhibit at Havre de Grace Decoy Museum

- For many collectors and students of the decoy, Uppe Chesapeske Bay
- - waterfowling of the late 19%th and early 20th centuries is epitomized by the
sinkbox. History and pogerity have left behind numerousaccounts of this fascinaing, deadly, and
longillegd method of dudk huning. We are also left to preserve some of the trappings of this
pursuit. Among the scarcest of these relics are wing dud decoys or Qving dudksOD flat-bottomed
decoyscarved out of woodor cast in ironBused to submerge and conceal the sinkbox. Wing dudks
are also thetheme of the PDCA@& third guest exhibit at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, entitled
GDn the Wingsof History.O The exhibit features roughly 15 wing dudk decoys from the collections
of seven PDCA members, by makers induding Jm Holly, John Graham, Charles Nelson Barnard,
and Bob McGaw. Excerpts from early literary accounts of sinkbox shooing and vintage
phobgraphsroundout the display, which is featured prominently in the museum@ first floor main
gdlery. The new exhibit was indalled in time for the recent Havre de Grace Festival, and early
feedback from collectors and festival visitors has been very good. GDn the Wingsof HistoryOwill
runthroughtheend of theyear. ChadTragaks



Decoy Collection to go on Display - One of the hdlmark exhibits of the Outer
Banks Center for Wildlife Education is the collection of carved wooden waterfowl

decoys Easly one of the premier examples of historic decoys used by hunters
along Currituck Sound,the 250-piece Neal Conoley Collection will be amongthe exhibits unveled
by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission in an 11 am. ribbon cutting ceremony on June 16.
These working decoysreflect the resourcefulness and creativity of generationsof Coastal residents.
Each was individudly crafted by hand. Wooden decoyslike these were an important utilitarian tool.
Along the Outer Banks during the 19th and early 20th centuries, waterfowl huning was an
important part of making a living. The oldest decoy in the collection is a ruddy dudk, carved in
1885by John Williams, a Knotts Iand resident. Other decoysindudethose made by Bob Morse,
Joe Hayman, Ned Burgess, and Alvirah Wright, amongothers. Thecollection had its beginningsin
1967,when a college student and duck hunier named Neal Conoley Jr. would buy old decoys tha
he liked. His interest - and his collection - would grow. Conoley is the author of "Waterfowl
Heritage North Carolina's Decoys and Gunning Lore." In 1994,the Whaehead Preservation Trugs
boughtthecollection. It ishoused in a specia display gdlery at the Outer Banks Center for Wildlife
Education, one of three regiond learning centers across the state opeated by the N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commission.
Source: ww.obgentind .womacknewspape s.com/'5-6-06

Upcoming Events:

July 26-27, Copley Fine Art Auctions debuts this summer with Top-tier Sporting Art & Decoys Bogon,
MA.N Stephen O@Brien Jr., oneof America@ leading authorities on sporting art and antiquedecoys is
laundhing a new auction houg this summer in Bogon. Copley Fine Art Auctionswill hdd specialized
sales comprised of thefinest qudity antiquewaterfowl and shorebird decoys sporting art, American and
Western pantings fishing collectibles, and folk art. Theinaugural sale is set for July 26-27, 2006 at the
historic Park Plaza Hotel in Bogon, Massachustts. Call 617-536-0536for more details

July 29-30, 2006Guyette and Schmidt Decoy Auction- Boston Seaport Hotel in Boson@ restored
Seaport District. Indoorbuy, sell and swap July 28-30 with 75table decoy show. No admission charge
Approximately 850investment qudity decoysand related items. For more information410-745-0485

Sun, July 30, Mon. July 31and Tues, Aug. 1, 2006 Ted Harmon@ Decoys Unlimited We have anew
venueand time for our Summer 2006auction. Thenewly renovaed Cape Codde Hotel and Conference
Center in Hyannis (http//www.capecodderesort.com ) will hog theauction and atraditiond Cape Cod
Clambake for Collectors and Deadlers. Thereis a special roomrate and a block of rooms set asidefor
DecoysUnlimited Inc. We will also have an air conditioned fundionroomfor dealers to set upinsde.

Y ou can make your reservationsnow, mention Decoys Unlimited Inc. More detailed information call 508
3622766




Bulletin Board

Decoysfor Sale Quadity Decoysin origind pant and conditioniswhat | collect and
thereforewha | havefor sale. Visit my webdte at www.njdecoyscom to seeitems currently for sale.
Phone410-745-29% or email me at john@njdecoys.com, for additiond phobsor information.

EMAIL DECOY LIST AVAILABLE - Mosly Chesapeake Bay and Chincoteaguemakers with afew
from elsewhere. Contact membe Jm Trimble at potomacdudk@cox.net

For Sale. Port Republic Decoysnow has over 400 decoys, shorebirds miniatures
and decorative now on hand. All qudity thingsplus antiques, folk art, oyser goodies
and other neat stuff. Located in South Jersey in the heart of decoy county in arural
setting. Hours by appointment only call 609-652-1906as for Dick Gove Visit our web site at
www.portrepublicdecoyscom.

Attention Members.  All theToller Trade Classifiedsin Decoy Magazine are offered onits
Webgte- www. DecoyMag.com -at no additiond charge Call (302)644-9001and list your birds
today.

Mason Decoysa Complete Pictorial Guide by Goldberger and Haid

Russ and Alan have published a new expanded addition of their Mason Factory decoy book;it contains 32
additiond pages and 123 new color phobos with new chgpters on Stevens & Evans Factory. Also a
chapter devoted to the McCleery auction. Copies can be obtained by caling Russ at 6034331770 or
russ@rjgantiques.com

North American Factory Decoys- a Pictorial Identification & Reference Guide by
Kenneh L. Trayer - A hugevaueat 432 pagesfilled with 892 color & 185b/w phobsplusnew history
on factory decoy opeaations Ask fellow club members who have boughtthebookwha they think. They
will tell youto buythisbook It will beamog useful resource yourefer to agan and agan. If you coud
only own onedecoy bod, thisistheone Orderstaken at http://factorydecoyscom or by sending $69.95
plus$5 shipping ($7495 total) to Kenneth L. Trayer, 314 Little Creek Rd., Lancaster, PA. 17601e-mail
ktrayer@degazzd.com (717)397-3898




