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 HOT NEWS AND Reminders 
 
 
The June 27th meeting at Parkertown  will be the last meeting before the summer break. Meeting 
begins at 6:30 Ð Bob Biddle will be our guest speaker and we will feature pintails as the contest 
bird. WeÕll try a variation on the pizza theme Ð and whatever it is will be served at 7.  
 
You should have your calendar marked for August 20th Ð thatÕs the annual picnic at Smokehouse 
PeteÕs Ð look for a supplemental note in the mail or e-mail for the details Ð if itÕs Jersey shore chow 
and world-class smoked protein you are looking for this is the event to attend. Not to mention the 
decoy camaraderie Ð guest appearance by Rusty the wonder dog.  
 
Recovering with continued mobility is David Rhodes; Harry Shourds is out of the hospital and 
doing well; Dick GoveÕs heart has been bypassed and Ralph Ridolfino is recovering from two 
weeks in Ireland. Hope to see them all at the picnic.  
 

 

Hunting we will go 
 
A Philadelphia lawyer went duck hunting on the Eastern Shore.  He shot and 
dropped a bird but it fell into a farmerÕs field on the other side of a fence.  As 
the lawyer climbed over the fence, and elderly farmer drove up on his tractor 

and asked him what he was doing.  The lawyer answered, ÒI shot a duck and it fell in this field and 
now IÕm going to retrieve itÓ  The old farmer replied, ÒThatÕs my property and youÕre not coming 
over here.Ó  The lawyer got indignant and said, ÒIÕm one of the best trial attorneyÕs in Pennsylvania 
and if you donÕt let me get my duck, IÕll sue you and take everything you own.Ó  The old farmer 
smiled and said, ÒApparently you donÕt know how we settle disputes here.  We settle small 
disagreements like this with the Dorchester Three Kick System.Ó  The lawyer asked, ÒWhatÕs that?Ó  
The farmer replied, ÒWell, because the dispute occurs on my land, first I kick you three times and 
then you kick me three times and so on, back and forth, until someone gives up.  ItÕs cheaper than a 
lawsuit and usually right prevails.Ó  The lawyer quickly thought about the proposed contest and 
decided that he could easily take the old man.  He agreed to abide by the local custom.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 The old farmer slowly climbed down from his tractor and walked over to the lawyer.  His first kick 
planted the steel toe of his work boot into the lawyerÕs groin who dropped to his knees.  The second 
kick to the stomach forced the lawyerÕs last meal to explode from his mouth.  The lawyer was on all 
fours when the farmerÕs third kick to his rear end sent him face first into a fresh cow pie.  The 
lawyer summoned every bit of his will and managed to get to his feet.  Wiping his face with the 
arms of his hunting jacket, he said, ÒOkay you old coot, now itÕs my turn.Ó  The old farmer smiled 
and said, ÒNaw, I give up.  You can have the duck.Ó   
 
Credit to one of the Eastern Shore Publications 
John Clayton 
 
 

The Real Decoy - A fortunate find in a Cape Porpoise, Maine, fish shack contributed 
to a $290,000 windfall at Guyette & Schmidt's April 27 auction held in St. Charles, 
Ill. Two lots of waterfowl decoys hand-carved by lighthouse keeper Augustus "Gus" 
Aaron Wilson soared to $130,000 and $160,000, respectively. The former lot was a 
very rare "Mohegan Island-style" red-breasted merganser hen from Wilson's early 
carving years.  Perhaps the most popular of Maine decoy artisans, Gus Wilson 

(1864-1950) created lifelike wooden birds that seemed to be in motion. Once prized for their ability 
to aid hunters, Wilson's decoys now attract a certain breed of collector. Sportsmen and folk art 
enthusiasts alike are sending antique decoy prices into frenzied flight. Last July, a Wilson decoy 
discovered in a Cape Cod barn sold for $195,000, the record auction price for the maker.  A Gus 
Wilson eider drake, also made in his Mohegan Island style, brought $82,250 at Sotheby's in 2000. It 
came with provenance from Texan collector James M. McCleery. More star pieces from McCleery's 
collection were offered at the 2003 Chr istie's auction, which is credited with enlivening the current 
record-setting market. At that sale, a bid of $801,500 for a preening pintail drake by Elmer Crowell 
secured the top price for a decoy at auction. Source: www.forbes.com 5-2-06 

 

PDCA Launches New Wing Duck Exhibit at Havre de Grace Decoy Museum 
- For many collectors and students of the decoy, Upper Chesapeake Bay 
waterfowling of the late 19th and early 20th centuries is epitomized by the 

sinkbox.  History and posterity have left behind numerous accounts of this fascinating, deadly, and 
long-illegal method of duck hunting.  We are also left to preserve some of the trappings of this 
pursuit.  Among the scarcest of these relics are wing duck decoys or Òwing ducksÓ Ð flat-bottomed 
decoys carved out of wood or cast in iron Ð used to submerge and conceal the sinkbox.  Wing ducks 
are also the theme of the PDCAÕs third guest exhibit at the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum, entitled 
ÒOn the Wings of History.Ó  The exhibit features roughly 15 wing duck decoys from the collections 
of seven PDCA members, by makers including Jim Holly, John Graham, Charles Nelson Barnard, 
and Bob McGaw.  Excerpts from early literary accounts of sinkbox shooting and vintage 
photographs round out the display, which is featured prominently in the museumÕs first floor main 
gallery.  The new exhibit was installed in time for the recent Havre de Grace Festival, and early 
feedback from collectors and festival visitors has been very good.  ÒOn the Wings of HistoryÓ will 
run through the end of the year.   Chad Tragakis 

 



 

 

 

 
Decoy Collection to go on Display - One of the hallmark exhibits of the Outer 
Banks Center for Wildlife Education is the collection of carved wooden waterfowl 
decoys.  Easily one of the premier examples of historic decoys used by hunters 

along Currituck Sound, the 250-piece Neal Conoley Collection will be among the exhibits unveiled 
by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission in an 11 a.m. ribbon cutting ceremony on June 16.  
These working decoys reflect the resourcefulness and creativity of generations of Coastal residents. 
Each was individually crafted by hand. Wooden decoys like these were an important utilitarian tool. 
Along the Outer Banks during the 19th and early 20th centuries, waterfowl hunting was an 
important part of making a living.  The oldest decoy in the collection is a ruddy duck, carved in 
1885 by John Williams, a Knotts Island resident.  Other decoys include those made by Bob Morse, 
Joe Hayman, Ned Burgess, and Alvirah Wright, among others.  The collection had its beginnings in 
1967, when a college student and duck hunter named Neal Conoley Jr. would buy old decoys that 
he liked. His interest - and his collection - would grow. Conoley is the author of "Waterfowl 
Heritage: North Carolina's Decoys and Gunning Lore."  In 1994, the Whalehead Preservation Trust 
bought the collection. It is housed in a special display gallery at the Outer Banks Center for Wildlife 
Education, one of three regional learning centers across the state operated by the N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission.   
Source: www.obsentinel.womacknewspapers.com/5-6-06 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
July 26-27, Copley Fine Ar t Auctions debuts this summer with Top-tier Sporting Art & Decoys Boston, 
MA.Ñ  Stephen OÕBrien Jr., one of AmericaÕs leading authorities on sporting art and antique decoys, is 
launching a new auction house this summer in Boston. Copley Fine Art Auctions will hold specialized 
sales comprised of the finest quality antique waterfowl and shorebird decoys, sporting art, American and 
Western paintings, fishing collectibles, and folk art. The inaugural sale is set for July 26-27, 2006, at the 
historic Park Plaza Hotel in Boston, Massachusetts. Call 617-536-0536 for more details 
 
 
July 29-30, 2006 Guyette and Schmidt Decoy Auction- Boston Seaport Hotel in BostonÕs restored  
Seaport District.  Indoor buy, sell and swap July 28-30 with 75 table decoy show.  No admission charge. 
Approximately 850 investment quality decoys and related items. For more information 410-745-0485 
 
Sun, July 30, Mon. July 31 and Tues, Aug. 1, 2006 Ted HarmonÕs Decoys Unlimited We have a new 
venue and time for our Summer 2006 auction. The newly renovated Cape Codder Hotel and Conference 
Center in Hyannis (http//www.capecodderresort.com ) will host the auction and a traditional Cape Cod 
Clambake for Collectors and Dealers. There is a special room rate and a block of rooms set aside for 
Decoys Unlimited Inc. We will also have an air conditioned function room for dealers to set up inside. 
You can make your reservations now, mention Decoys Unlimited Inc. More detailed information call 508-
362-2766 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Bul letin Board 

 
 

Decoys for  Sale:   Quality Decoys in original paint and condition is what I collect and 
therefore what I have for sale.  Visit my website at www.njdecoys.com  to see items currently for sale.  
Phone 410-745-2955 or email me at john@njdecoys.com, for additional photos or information. 

 
 

EMAIL DECOY L IST AVAILABLE - Mostly Chesapeake Bay and Chincoteague makers with a few 
from elsewhere.  Contact member Jim Trimble at potomacduck@cox.net 

 

For Sale:  Port Republic Decoys now has over 400 decoys, shorebirds, miniatures 
and decorative now on hand. All quality things plus antiques, folk art, oyster goodies 
and other neat stuff.  Located in South Jersey in the heart of decoy country in a rural 

setting.  Hours by appointment only call 609-652-1906 as for Dick Gove.  Visit our web site at 
www.portrepublicdecoys.com. 
 
Attention Members: All the Toller Trader Classifieds in Decoy Magazine are offered on its 
Website- www. DecoyMag.com -at no additional charge.  Call (302) 644-9001 and list your birds  
today. 
 
 
 
Mason Decoys a Complete Pictorial Guide   by Goldberger  and Haid 
Russ and Alan have published a new expanded addition of their Mason Factory decoy book; it contains 32 
additional pages and 123 new color photos with new chapters on Stevens & Evans Factory.  Also a 
chapter devoted to the McCleery auction.  Copies can be obtained by calling Russ at 603-433-1770 or 
russ@rjgantiques.com 
 
 
                          North Amer ican Factory Decoys - a Pictorial Identification &  Reference Guide by 
Kenneth L. Trayer - A huge value at 432 pages filled with 892 color & 185 b/w photos plus new history 
on factory decoy operations. Ask fellow club members who have bought the book what they think. They 
will tell you to buy this book. It will be a most useful resource you refer to again and again. If you could 
only own one decoy book, this is the one. Orders taken at http://factorydecoys.com or by sending $69.95 
plus $5 shipping ($74.95 total) to Kenneth L. Trayer, 314 Little Creek Rd., Lancaster, PA. 17601 e-mail 
ktrayer@dejazzd.com  (717) 397-3898   
 

 

 


